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Esther 1 Teaching Points and Bible Study Questions 
Divine Providence in Action 

The Book of Esther is a powerful testament to God's unseen hand guiding the course of history. Though God's name is 
not explicitly mentioned, His presence is unmistakable. Esther's rise to queen and her pivotal role in saving her people 
illustrate how God orchestrates events for His purposes. As Proverbs 16:9 reminds us, "A man's heart plans his course, 
but the LORD determines his steps." Trust that God is working behind the scenes in your life, even when you can't see it. 

1. How can you recognize divine providence in unexpected events in your daily life? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think divine providence sometimes works through seemingly ordinary circumstances? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther 1 about trusting divine timing in challenging situations?  

 
 
 
 
Courage in the Face of Fear 

Esther's bravery is a shining example of faith in action. When faced with the daunting task of approaching King Xerxes 
uninvited, she declared, "If I perish, I perish" (Esther 4:16). Her willingness to risk her life for her people teaches us that 
true courage is not the absence of fear, but the decision to act despite it. Let Esther's example inspire you to stand firm 
in your convictions, trusting that God will provide the strength you need. 

1. How can you demonstrate courage when facing authority figures, like Queen Vashti did with King Xerxes? 
 
 
 
 
2. What would you do if standing up for your beliefs risked your position or reputation? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does courage often require personal sacrifice, and how can you prepare for such moments?  
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The Power of Fasting and Prayer 

Before Esther approached the king, she called for a three-day fast among the Jews (Esther 4:16). This act of collective 
fasting and prayer underscores the importance of seeking God's guidance and intervention in times of crisis. As Jesus 
taught, "This kind can come out only by prayer and fasting" (Mark 9:29). Incorporate fasting and prayer into your spiritual 
routine to draw closer to God and seek His will in your life. 

1. How can fasting and prayer influence your decision-making in challenging situations like Esther faced? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think fasting and prayer are powerful tools for seeking guidance and strength? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther about the impact of collective fasting and prayer in your community?  

 
 
 
 
The Importance of Wise Counsel 

Mordecai's guidance to Esther was crucial in the unfolding of events. His wisdom and insight helped Esther navigate the 
complexities of palace life and the impending threat to her people. Proverbs 15:22 reminds us, "Plans fail for lack of 
counsel, but with many advisers they succeed." Surround yourself with godly mentors and friends who can offer wise 
counsel and support. 

1. How can seeking wise counsel prevent impulsive decisions in your personal or professional life? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think it's crucial to evaluate the motives of those offering advice? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther 1 about the consequences of ignoring wise counsel?  
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Humility and Patience 

Esther's story teaches us the value of humility and patience. She did not rush into action but waited for the right 
moment to reveal her identity and petition the king. James 4:10 encourages us, "Humble yourselves before the Lord, and 
He will lift you up." Trust in God's timing and remain humble, knowing that He will exalt you in due time. 

1. How can you practice humility when faced with authority figures, as seen in Esther 1? 
 
 
 
 
2. What can you learn about patience from Vashti's response to the king's command? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why do you think humility is important in maintaining relationships, as demonstrated in Esther 1? 

 
 
 
 
The Consequences of Pride 

Haman's downfall is a stark reminder of the dangers of pride. His arrogance and desire for power led to his ultimate 
demise. Proverbs 16:18 warns, "Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall." Let Haman's story 
serve as a cautionary tale to guard against pride and seek humility in all your endeavors. 

1. How can you recognize and address pride in your own life before it leads to negative consequences? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think pride often blinds us to the impact of our actions on others? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther 1 about the importance of humility in leadership?  
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The Role of Identity 

Esther's Jewish identity was central to her mission. Her willingness to embrace who she was and stand up for her people 
was key to their deliverance. Galatians 3:28 reminds us, "There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus." Embrace your identity in Christ and let it guide your actions and decisions. 

1. How can understanding your identity influence your decisions in challenging situations like Queen Vashti's refusal? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think identity plays a crucial role in standing up for personal values? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Vashti's actions about maintaining identity under societal pressure?  

 
 
 
 
God's Faithfulness to His Promises 

The deliverance of the Jews in Esther's time is a testament to God's faithfulness to His covenant people. Despite the 
odds, God preserved His people, fulfilling His promises. As 2 Timothy 2:13 assures us, "If we are faithless, He remains 
faithful, for He cannot deny Himself." Trust in God's unwavering faithfulness, knowing that He will fulfill His promises to 
you. 

1. How can you trust God's faithfulness when circumstances seem to contradict His promises, like in Esther 1? 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you hope to learn about God's faithfulness through the events in Esther 1? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does recognizing God's faithfulness in small details strengthen your faith in His larger promises?  
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The Impact of One Person 

Esther's story highlights the profound impact one person can have when they step out in faith. Her courage and 
obedience changed the course of history for her people. As Jesus said in Matthew 5:14, "You are the light of the world. A 
city on a hill cannot be hidden." Let your light shine and be open to the ways God can use you to make a difference. 

1. How can you use your influence to positively impact your community like Queen Vashti did in Esther 1? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think Queen Vashti's decision was significant, and how can you apply similar courage today? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Vashti's actions about standing up for your values in challenging situations?  

 
 
 
 
Celebrating God's Deliverance 

The institution of the Feast of Purim as a celebration of the Jews' deliverance is a reminder to commemorate God's 
faithfulness and provision. Psalm 145:7 encourages us, "They will extol the fame of Your abundant goodness and 
joyfully sing of Your righteousness." Take time to celebrate and remember the ways God has delivered and blessed you, 
sharing His goodness with others. 

1. How can you celebrate God's deliverance in your life like the feasts in Esther 1? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think acknowledging God's deliverance is important in your daily life? 
 
 
 
 
3. What practical steps can you take to remember and celebrate God's deliverance regularly?  
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Esther 2 Teaching Points and Bible Study Questions 
Divine Timing is Perfect 

In Esther 2, we see the orchestration of events that lead to Esther becoming queen. This reminds us that God's timing is 
impeccable. As it is written, "He has made everything beautiful in its time" (Ecclesiastes 3:11). Trust that God’s plans 
unfold at the right moment, even when we cannot see the full picture. 

1. How can you trust in divine timing when facing unexpected changes in your life? 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you hope to learn from Esther's patience in waiting for the right moment? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does recognizing divine timing help you make better decisions in challenging situations?  

 
 
 
 
God Uses Ordinary People for Extraordinary Purposes 

Esther was an ordinary Jewish girl, yet she was chosen to be queen. This demonstrates that God often uses those who 
seem insignificant to accomplish His grand purposes. As 1 Corinthians 1:27 states, "But God chose the foolish things of 
the world to shame the wise." Never underestimate what God can do through you. 

1. How can you recognize and embrace opportunities where God might use you for extraordinary purposes today? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think God often chooses ordinary people for significant roles in His plans? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do to prepare yourself to be used by God in unexpected ways?  
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Preparation is Key 

Before Esther met the king, she underwent a year of beauty treatments. This preparation was crucial for her role. 
Similarly, God prepares us for the tasks He sets before us. "For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works" (Ephesians 2:10). Embrace the preparation process as part of His plan. 

1. How can you apply Esther's preparation process to achieve your personal or professional goals today? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think thorough preparation is crucial before taking on new responsibilities or challenges? 
 
 
 
 
3. What steps can you take to ensure you are prepared for unexpected opportunities in your life?  

 
 
 
 
Favor Comes from God 

Esther found favor in the eyes of everyone who saw her, including the king. This favor was not by chance but by divine 
appointment. Proverbs 3:4 encourages us, "Then you will find favor and high regard in the sight of God and man." Seek 
to live in a way that honors God, and He will grant you favor. 

1. How can you seek God's favor in challenging situations like Esther did with the king? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think God's favor is crucial in achieving success and influence in your life? 
 
 
 
 
3. What steps can you take to recognize and embrace God's favor in everyday circumstances?  
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Humility Opens Doors 

Esther’s humility and obedience to Mordecai’s instructions played a significant role in her success. "Humble yourselves 
before the Lord, and He will exalt you" (James 4:10). Humility is a powerful trait that God honors and uses to open doors 
we never imagined. 

1. How can practicing humility in your daily life open doors for new opportunities and relationships? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think humility was crucial for Esther's rise to become queen? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther's humility to apply in challenging situations today? 

 
 
 
 
God’s Plans are Unstoppable 

Despite the challenges and uncertainties, God’s plan for Esther to become queen was fulfilled. This is a testament to 
the fact that God’s purposes cannot be thwarted. "The LORD of Hosts has sworn: 'As I have planned, so will it be; as I 
have purposed, so will it stand'" (Isaiah 14:24). 

1. How can you trust God's plans when circumstances seem unfavorable, like Esther's situation in the palace? 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you hope to learn from Esther's story about God's timing in your own life? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why do you think God's plans prevailed despite the challenges Esther faced, and how can this inspire you?  
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Courage is Essential 

Esther’s journey required courage, as she stepped into a role that was fraught with risk. "Be strong and courageous. Do 
not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go" (Joshua 1:9). Courage is 
essential when following God’s call. 

1. How can you demonstrate courage in situations where you feel powerless, like Esther did in the palace? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think courage is essential when facing unexpected challenges, as Esther did with her new role? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther's courage to help you stand up for your beliefs today?  

 
 
 
 
God’s Providence is at Work 

The seemingly random events in Esther’s life were part of God’s providential plan. "And we know that God works all 
things together for the good of those who love Him" (Romans 8:28). Trust that God is weaving your life’s events into a 
beautiful tapestry. 

1. How can you recognize God's providence in unexpected opportunities in your life, like Esther's selection as queen? 
 
 
 
 
2. What steps can you take to trust God's plan when circumstances seem beyond your control? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why do you think God places certain people in positions of influence, and how can you use your influence wisely?  
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Influence is a Responsibility 

As queen, Esther had significant influence, which she used for the good of her people. "To whom much is given, much 
will be required" (Luke 12:48). Recognize the influence you have and use it responsibly to further God’s kingdom. 

1. How can you use your influence responsibly in your community, like Esther did in the palace? 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you hope to achieve by using your influence for positive change in others' lives? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does understanding your influence matter when making decisions that affect those around you?  

 
 
 
 
God’s Faithfulness is Unchanging 

Throughout Esther’s story, God’s faithfulness is evident. He remained true to His promises and His people. "Know 
therefore that the LORD your God is God; He is the faithful God, keeping His covenant of loving devotion for a thousand 
generations" (Deuteronomy 7:9). Rest in the assurance of His unchanging faithfulness. 

1. How can you trust in God's faithfulness when facing unexpected life changes like Esther did? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think God's faithfulness remains constant despite human actions or decisions? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do daily to remind yourself of God's unchanging faithfulness in your life?  
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Esther 3 Teaching Points and Bible Study Questions 
The Subtlety of Evil Plans 

In Esther 3, we see Haman's plot against the Jews unfold with cunning and deceit. Evil often works in subtle ways, 
creeping into our lives when we least expect it. As believers, we must remain vigilant, discerning the spirits and testing 
everything against the truth of Scripture. "Be sober-minded and alert. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour" (1 Peter 5:8). 

1. How can you recognize and address subtle evil plans in your daily life and community? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think evil plans often appear harmless at first, and how can you stay vigilant? 
 
 
 
 
3. What steps can you take to prevent being complicit in harmful schemes at work or in social circles?  

 
 
 
 
The Power of Position 

Haman's rise to power reminds us of the influence that comes with position. While he used his authority for evil, we are 
called to use our positions to serve others and glorify God. Remember, "For those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted" (Matthew 23:12). 

1. How can you use your current position to influence positive change in your community like Esther did? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think Haman's position led to pride, and how can you avoid similar pitfalls? 
 
 
 
 
3. What would you do differently if you were in Mordecai's position to protect your people?  
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The Importance of Identity 

Mordecai's refusal to bow to Haman highlights the importance of knowing who we are in God. Our identity in Christ 
should guide our actions and decisions, even when faced with pressure to conform. "Do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind" (Romans 12:2). 

1. How can understanding your identity help you make courageous decisions like Esther did in Esther 3? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think Haman's identity influenced his actions, and how can we learn from this? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do to ensure your identity aligns with your values in challenging situations?  

 
 
 
 
The Consequences of Pride 

Haman's pride led to his downfall, a reminder that pride goes before destruction. We must guard our hearts against 
arrogance and seek humility in all things. "Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall" (Proverbs 
16:18). 

1. How can recognizing pride in ourselves prevent negative consequences in our relationships and decisions? 
 
 
 
 
2. What steps can you take to ensure pride doesn't cloud your judgment in critical situations? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why do you think pride often leads to conflict, and how can humility resolve it?  
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The Role of Providence 

Even when God is not mentioned explicitly, His hand is evident in the unfolding events. Esther 3 shows us that God is 
always at work behind the scenes, orchestrating His divine plan. "And we know that God works all things together for the 
good of those who love Him" (Romans 8:28). 

1. How can you recognize and trust God's providence in challenging situations like Esther faced in Esther 3? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think understanding providence can change your response to unexpected events in your life? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther 3 about aligning your actions with God's providential plans? 

 
 
 
 
The Courage to Stand Alone 

Mordecai stood firm in his faith, even when it meant standing alone. This courage is a testament to the strength we find 
in God when we choose to stand for righteousness. "Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go" (Joshua 1:9). 

1. How can you find the courage to stand alone when facing peer pressure or societal expectations? 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you hope to achieve by standing firm in your beliefs despite opposition? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does standing alone for your convictions sometimes lead to greater personal growth and resilience?  
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The Impact of One Person 

One person's actions can have a ripple effect, as seen in Mordecai's defiance and Esther's eventual intervention. Never 
underestimate the impact you can have when you act in faith. "For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
to do good works" (Ephesians 2:10). 

1. How can one person's actions influence a community positively or negatively, as seen in Esther 3? 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you hope to achieve by standing up for your beliefs, like Mordecai did? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does the courage of one person inspire others to act, and how can you apply this?  

 
 
 
 
The Reality of Spiritual Warfare 

The conflict in Esther 3 is a reflection of the spiritual battles we face. We must equip ourselves with the armor of God to 
stand firm against the schemes of the enemy. "Put on the full armor of God, so that you can make your stand against the 
devil’s schemes" (Ephesians 6:11). 

1. How can you recognize and respond to spiritual warfare in your daily life like Esther did? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think Haman's actions reflect the reality of spiritual warfare in our world today? 
 
 
 
 
3. What practical steps can you take to prepare for spiritual battles similar to those faced by Esther?  
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The Call to Intercede 

Mordecai's plea to Esther to intervene for her people is a powerful reminder of our call to intercede for others. Prayer is a 
mighty weapon in the hands of believers. "The prayer of a righteous man has great power to prevail" (James 5:16). 

1. How can you identify situations today where intercession is needed, like Esther's call to intercede for her people? 
 
 
 
 
2. What steps can you take to prepare yourself for interceding on behalf of others in challenging circumstances? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why do you think interceding for others is important, and how can it impact your community?  

 
 
 
 
The Assurance of God's Justice 

Though Haman's plot seemed successful at first, God's justice ultimately prevailed. We can trust that God will bring 
justice in His perfect timing. "For the LORD loves justice and will not forsake His saints" (Psalm 37:28). 

These lessons from Esther 3 remind us of the timeless truths found in Scripture, encouraging us to live boldly and 
faithfully in our walk with God. 

1. How can you trust in God's justice when facing unfair treatment like Mordecai did with Haman's decree? 
 
 
 
 
2. What actions can you take to promote justice in your community, inspired by Esther's courage? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why do you think it's important to rely on God's timing for justice, as seen in Esther's story?  
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Esther 4 Teaching Points and Bible Study Questions 
Embrace Your Divine Purpose 

In Esther 4, we see Mordecai urging Esther to recognize her unique position and purpose. "And who knows if perhaps 
you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?" (Esther 4:14). This verse reminds us that God places us in 
specific situations for a reason. Embrace your divine purpose and trust that you are where you are meant to be to fulfill 
His plan. 

1. How can you identify and embrace your divine purpose in challenging situations like Esther did? 
 
 
 
 
2. What steps would you take to act courageously when faced with a critical decision? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why do you think recognizing your unique role is essential in fulfilling your divine purpose?  

 
 
 
 
Courage in the Face of Fear 

Esther's story is a testament to the power of courage. Despite the risk to her own life, she chooses to approach the king. 
"If I perish, I perish!" (Esther 4:16). This bold declaration encourages us to face our fears with faith, knowing that God is 
with us in every challenge. 

1. How can you find courage to act when facing a situation that scares you, like Esther did? 
 
 
 
 
2. What steps can you take to prepare for a courageous decision in a fearful situation? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why do you think courage is essential when confronting challenges that threaten your values or beliefs?  
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The Power of Fasting and Prayer 

Before taking action, Esther calls for a fast. "Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day" (Esther 4:16). This highlights 
the importance of seeking God's guidance through fasting and prayer. When faced with difficult decisions, turning to 
God in prayer can provide clarity and strength. 

1. How can fasting and prayer influence your decision-making in challenging situations like Esther's? 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you hope to achieve through fasting and prayer in your personal life? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does fasting enhance the power of prayer during times of crisis?  

 
 
 
 
The Importance of Community Support 

Mordecai and the Jewish community rally around Esther, showing the strength found in unity. "Gather all the Jews who 
are in Susa" (Esther 4:16). This teaches us the value of community support and the power of collective prayer and 
action. 

1. How can you actively support someone in your community facing a difficult situation like Esther did? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think community support is crucial during times of crisis, as seen in Esther 4? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do to foster a supportive community environment in your own life?  
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God Works Through Ordinary People 

Esther was an ordinary woman placed in an extraordinary situation. Her story reminds us that God often works through 
ordinary people to accomplish His extraordinary plans. Trust that He can use you, no matter your background or status. 

1. How can you recognize and embrace opportunities to make a difference in your community like Esther did? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think God chooses ordinary people for extraordinary tasks, and how does this apply to you? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do to prepare yourself for unexpected moments where you might be called to act courageously? 

 
 
 
 
Stand Firm in Your Faith 

Mordecai's refusal to bow to Haman is a powerful example of standing firm in one's faith. His actions remind us to 
remain steadfast in our beliefs, even when faced with pressure to conform. Trust in God's sovereignty and remain true to 
His Word. 

1. How can you stand firm in your faith when facing difficult decisions like Esther did? 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you hope to achieve by standing firm in your faith during challenging times? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does maintaining faith in adversity strengthen your character and resolve?  

 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

 

19 

 

Divine Timing is Perfect 

Esther's rise to queen and her subsequent actions demonstrate God's perfect timing. "For such a time as this" (Esther 
4:14) underscores that God's timing is always right. Be patient and trust that He is orchestrating events for His glory and 
your good. 

1. How can you recognize and trust divine timing in your current life challenges like Esther did? 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you hope to achieve by waiting for the right moment to act in difficult situations? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does understanding divine timing help you make better decisions in your personal and professional life?  

 
 
 
 
Influence Can Be Used for Good 

Esther's influence as queen was pivotal in saving her people. This teaches us that our influence, no matter how small, 
can be used for good. Use your position and voice to advocate for righteousness and justice. 

1. How can you use your influence to support someone facing a difficult decision like Esther did? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think it's important to recognize the power of your influence in your community? 
 
 
 
 
3. What steps can you take to ensure your influence is used for positive change in others' lives?  
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Faith Overcomes Doubt 

Esther initially hesitates, but her faith ultimately overcomes her doubt. This encourages us to trust in God's promises, 
even when we feel uncertain. Lean on His Word and let faith guide your actions. 

1. How can you demonstrate faith in challenging situations like Esther did when facing doubt? 
 
 
 
 
2. What steps can you take to overcome doubt and trust in a greater plan? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does faith play a crucial role in making difficult decisions, as seen in Esther's story?  

 
 
 
 
God's Providence is Unfailing 

Throughout Esther 4, God's providence is evident. Though His name is not mentioned, His hand is clearly at work. This 
reassures us that God is always present, guiding and protecting us, even when we cannot see it. Trust in His unfailing 
providence and rest in His care. 

1. How can you trust God's providence when facing seemingly impossible situations like Esther did? 
 
 
 
 
2. What steps can you take to recognize God's unfailing guidance in your daily decisions? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why do you think God's providence often unfolds through ordinary events and people, as seen in Esther's story?  
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Esther 5 Teaching Points and Bible Study Questions 
The Power of Preparation 

Esther 5 begins with Esther preparing herself to approach the king. She doesn't rush in unprepared; instead, she takes 
time to fast and pray, seeking divine guidance. This reminds us of the importance of preparation in our own lives. As 
Proverbs 21:5 says, "The plans of the diligent bring plenty, as surely as haste leads to poverty." Whether it's a big 
presentation or a difficult conversation, preparation can make all the difference. 

1. How can you apply Esther's preparation approach to your personal or professional challenges today? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think preparation was crucial for Esther's success in approaching the king? 
 
 
 
 
3. What steps can you take to ensure thorough preparation in your daily decision-making?  

 
 
 
 
Courage in the Face of Fear 

Esther's decision to approach King Xerxes without being summoned was a bold and risky move. She knew the law and 
the potential consequences, yet she chose to act courageously. Her story encourages us to face our fears with faith, 
trusting that God is with us. As 2 Timothy 1:7 reminds us, "For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love, 
and self-control." 

1. How can you find courage to approach difficult situations like Esther did with the king? 
 
 
 
 
2. What steps can you take to prepare for moments requiring courage in your own life? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why do you think Esther's courage was crucial for her people, and how can you emulate that?  
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The Importance of Timing 

Esther didn't reveal her request immediately. Instead, she invited the king and Haman to a banquet, showing us the 
value of timing. Ecclesiastes 3:1 tells us, "To everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven." 
Knowing when to act is as crucial as knowing what to do. 

1. How can you discern the right timing for addressing important issues in your life? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think Esther waited to reveal her request to the king? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther about patience and timing in decision-making?  

 
 
 
 
The Influence of Hospitality 

By inviting the king and Haman to a banquet, Esther used hospitality to create a favorable environment. This act of 
kindness and generosity opened the door for her to make her request. Hebrews 13:2 advises, "Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it." 

1. How can you use hospitality to positively influence relationships in your community like Esther did? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think Esther chose a banquet to approach the king, and how can you apply this? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther's hospitality about creating opportunities for important conversations in your life?  
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The Subtlety of Wisdom 

Esther's approach was marked by wisdom and subtlety. She didn't confront Haman directly or accuse him in front of the 
king. Instead, she laid the groundwork for her request. James 1:5 encourages us, "If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask 
of God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given to him." 

1. How can you apply Esther's patience and timing in your decision-making processes today? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think wisdom often requires subtlety rather than direct confrontation in challenging situations? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther about using influence wisely in your personal and professional life? 

 
 
 
 
The Role of Patience 

Esther's patience is evident as she waits for the right moment to reveal her true request. Patience is a virtue that allows 
us to wait for God's perfect timing. As Romans 12:12 instructs, "Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, persistent in 
prayer." 

1. How can Esther's patience in approaching the king inspire your approach to difficult situations today? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think patience was crucial for Esther's plan, and how can it apply to your life? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther about waiting for the right moment to act in your own challenges?  
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The Impact of Favor 

Esther found favor in the eyes of the king, which was crucial for her success. This favor was not just a result of her 
beauty or charm but also her character and God's providence. Proverbs 3:4 says, "Then you will find favor and high 
regard in the sight of God and man." 

1. How can you seek favor in challenging situations like Esther did with the king? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think favor can change the outcome of difficult circumstances? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do to prepare for moments when you need favor from others?  

 
 
 
 
The Significance of Identity 

Esther's Jewish identity was central to her mission, even though it was initially hidden. Her story reminds us of the 
importance of knowing who we are and standing firm in our identity. Galatians 3:28 declares, "There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus." 

1. How can understanding your identity help you approach challenging situations like Esther did with the king? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think Esther's identity as a Jew was crucial in her plan to save her people? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther about balancing personal identity with public roles and responsibilities?  
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The Consequences of Pride 

Haman's pride and arrogance are highlighted in this chapter, setting the stage for his downfall. Pride can lead to 
destruction, as Proverbs 16:18 warns, "Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall." 

1. How can you recognize and address pride in your own life before it leads to negative consequences? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think pride often blinds us to the needs and feelings of others? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Haman's downfall to prevent pride from affecting your relationships?  

 
 
 
 
The Assurance of Divine Providence 

Throughout Esther 5, we see God's hand at work, orchestrating events for His purpose. Even when His name isn't 
mentioned, His presence is undeniable. Romans 8:28 assures us, "And we know that God works all things together for 
the good of those who love Him, who are called according to His purpose." Esther's story is a powerful reminder that 
God is always in control, working behind the scenes for our good and His glory. 

1. How can you recognize and trust divine providence in challenging situations like Esther did? 
 
 
 
 
2. What steps can you take to align your actions with God's providence in your life? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why do you think Esther's approach to divine timing is important for personal decision-making?  
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Esther 6 Teaching Points and Bible Study Questions 
Divine Timing is Perfect 

In Esther 6, we see the impeccable timing of God at work. Just as King Xerxes couldn't sleep, he decided to read the 
chronicles, which led to the discovery of Mordecai's unrewarded act of loyalty. This reminds us that God's timing is 
always perfect, even when we can't see it. As Ecclesiastes 3:11 says, "He has made everything beautiful in its time." 
Trust that God is orchestrating events in your life for His glory and your good. 

1. How can you trust in divine timing when facing delays in your personal goals or plans? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think divine timing played a crucial role in Mordecai's recognition and reward? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do to remain patient and hopeful while waiting for the right moment in life?  

 
 
 
 
Humility Precedes Honor 

Mordecai's humility is a central theme in this chapter. Despite his significant role in saving the king, he did not seek 
recognition. Proverbs 22:4 tells us, "The reward of humility and the fear of the LORD is riches and honor and life." 
Mordecai's story encourages us to serve faithfully and humbly, trusting that God will honor us in His time. 

1. How can you practice humility in situations where you feel overlooked or unappreciated like Mordecai? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think humility is essential before receiving honor, as seen in Mordecai's story? 
 
 
 
 
3. What steps can you take to ensure humility guides your actions when seeking recognition or success?  
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God Uses the Unlikely 

In a twist of irony, Haman, who sought to destroy Mordecai, was the one tasked with honoring him. This shows that God 
can use even our adversaries to fulfill His purposes. As Romans 8:28 assures us, "And we know that God works all 
things together for the good of those who love Him, who are called according to His purpose." Be encouraged that God 
can use any situation for His glory. 

1. How can you recognize and embrace unexpected opportunities where God might be using you today? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think God often chooses unlikely people to fulfill His plans? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Mordecai's story about trusting God's timing in your own life?  

 
 
 
 
The Power of a Sleepless Night 

King Xerxes' insomnia was no coincidence. It was a divine setup for a greater purpose. Sometimes, our restless nights 
can be opportunities for God to speak to us or redirect our paths. Psalm 16:7 says, "I will bless the LORD who counsels 
me; even at night my conscience instructs me." Embrace those moments as times to seek God's guidance. 

1. How can a sleepless night lead to unexpected opportunities or insights in your life? 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you hope to achieve by reflecting during restless nights instead of worrying? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does a change in routine, like a sleepless night, sometimes lead to significant personal growth?  
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Recognition Comes from God 

Mordecai's recognition came at the right time, orchestrated by God, not by human effort. This teaches us that true 
recognition and reward come from the Lord. As Psalm 75:6-7 states, "For exaltation comes neither from east nor west, 
nor out of the desert, but it is God who judges; He brings one down and exalts another." Trust in God's perfect plan for 
your life. 

1. How can you recognize God's role in your achievements and give Him credit in daily life? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think God sometimes delays recognition, and how can you remain patient? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do to ensure you acknowledge others' contributions as God acknowledges yours? 

 
 
 
 
Pride Leads to a Fall 

Haman's pride and desire for personal glory led to his downfall. Proverbs 16:18 warns, "Pride goes before destruction, 
and a haughty spirit before a fall." This chapter serves as a reminder to guard our hearts against pride and to seek 
humility in all our endeavors. 

1. How can you recognize and address pride in your own life before it leads to a downfall? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think pride often blinds us to the needs and successes of others? 
 
 
 
 
3. What steps can you take to ensure humility guides your actions and decisions daily?  
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God's Plans Cannot Be Thwarted 

Despite Haman's schemes, God's plan for Mordecai and the Jewish people prevailed. Job 42:2 declares, "I know that 
You can do all things and that no plan of Yours can be thwarted." Rest assured that no matter the opposition, God's 
purposes will stand firm. 

1. How can you trust God's timing when plans seem to go against your expectations, like in Esther 6? 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you hope to learn about God's sovereignty when unexpected events change your course? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does recognizing God's control in Esther 6 encourage you to remain faithful during uncertain times?  

 
 
 
 
The Importance of Faithfulness 

Mordecai's faithfulness in serving the king, even when unnoticed, ultimately led to his honor. Colossians 3:23-24 
encourages us, "Whatever you do, work at it with your whole being, for the Lord and not for men, because you know that 
you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as your reward." Be diligent in your work, knowing that God sees and 
rewards faithfulness. 

1. How can Mordecai's faithfulness inspire you to remain steadfast in your daily responsibilities? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think faithfulness is crucial in both small and significant tasks? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do to ensure your faithfulness is recognized and rewarded in your community?  
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The Reversal of Fortunes 

Esther 6 highlights a dramatic reversal of fortunes, where Mordecai is honored, and Haman's plans begin to unravel. 
This is a testament to God's ability to turn situations around. As Isaiah 61:3 promises, He gives "a crown of beauty 
instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning." Trust in God's power to transform your circumstances. 

1. How can you recognize and respond to unexpected opportunities for justice in your daily life? 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you hope to learn from moments when your plans are unexpectedly reversed? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does humility play a crucial role in handling sudden changes in fortune?  

 
 
 
 
The Sovereignty of God 

Above all, Esther 6 showcases the sovereignty of God in the affairs of men. Every detail, from the king's insomnia to 
Haman's humiliation, was under God's control. Proverbs 19:21 reminds us, "Many plans are in a man’s heart, but the 
purpose of the LORD will prevail." Rest in the assurance that God is sovereign over every aspect of your life. 

1. How can recognizing God's sovereignty in Esther 6 influence your response to unexpected life events? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think God's timing is crucial in the unfolding events of Esther 6? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn about trusting God's plan from the reversal of fortunes in Esther 6?  
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Esther 7 Teaching Points and Bible Study Questions 
Divine Timing is Perfect 

In Esther 7, we see the culmination of events that have been divinely orchestrated. Esther's courage to approach the 
king at just the right moment is a reminder that God's timing is impeccable. As Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, "There is a time for 
everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens." Trust in His timing, for He knows the perfect moment to 
act. 

1. How can you trust in divine timing when facing urgent personal challenges or decisions? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think Esther's patience was crucial in revealing Haman's plot at the right moment? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther about waiting for the perfect time to address difficult situations?  

 
 
 
 
Courage in the Face of Fear 

Esther's bravery in revealing her identity and pleading for her people is a testament to the power of courage. Her actions 
remind us of Joshua 1:9: "Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go." When we stand firm in faith, God stands with us. 

1. How can you find courage to confront injustice in your own life like Esther did? 
 
 
 
 
2. What steps can you take to prepare for moments requiring courage in fearful situations? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why do you think courage is essential when facing powerful adversaries or challenging circumstances?  
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The Power of Advocacy 

Esther's intercession for her people highlights the importance of speaking up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves. Proverbs 31:8-9 encourages us: "Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all 
who are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy." Advocacy is a powerful tool in the 
hands of the righteous. 

1. How can you use your influence to advocate for others in your community today? 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you hope to achieve when you stand up for someone in need? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does effective advocacy require courage and wisdom, and how can you develop these traits?  

 
 
 
 
The Downfall of Pride 

Haman's downfall is a classic example of pride leading to destruction. Proverbs 16:18 warns, "Pride goes before 
destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall." Let this be a reminder to walk humbly with God, recognizing that all we have 
is by His grace. 

1. How can you recognize and address pride in your own life before it leads to downfall? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think pride often blinds us to the consequences of our actions? 
 
 
 
 
3. What steps can you take to cultivate humility and prevent pride from affecting your relationships?  
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The Importance of Wisdom 

Esther's strategic approach to revealing Haman's plot demonstrates the value of wisdom. James 1:5 assures us, "If any 
of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you." 
Seek wisdom in all your endeavors, and God will guide your steps. 

1. How can you apply Esther's wisdom in handling difficult situations in your own life? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think wisdom was crucial for Esther in confronting the king and Haman? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther about using wisdom to influence others positively? 

 
 
 
 
Justice Prevails 

The story of Esther 7 shows that justice, though sometimes delayed, will ultimately prevail. Psalm 37:28 declares, "For 
the LORD loves justice and will not forsake His saints. They are preserved forever, but the descendants of the wicked 
will be cut off." Trust in God's justice, for He is a righteous judge. 

1. How can you ensure justice prevails in situations where you witness wrongdoing in your community? 
 
 
 
 
2. What steps would you take to advocate for justice when facing personal or societal challenges? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why do you think it's important to stand up for justice, even when it's risky?  
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The Role of Providence 

God's unseen hand is evident throughout the book of Esther, orchestrating events for His purposes. Romans 8:28 
reminds us, "And we know that God works all things together for the good of those who love Him, who are called 
according to His purpose." Even when we cannot see it, God is working behind the scenes. 

1. How can you recognize and trust divine providence in challenging situations like Esther did? 
 
 
 
 
2. What steps can you take to align your actions with God's providential plans in your life? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why do you think acknowledging providence is important in making decisions during uncertain times?  

 
 
 
 
The Impact of Influence 

Esther's influence as queen was pivotal in saving her people. This reminds us of the impact we can have in our own 
spheres of influence. Matthew 5:16 encourages, "In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see 
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven." Use your influence for God's glory. 

1. How can you use your influence to advocate for justice in your community like Esther did? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think Esther's approach to influence was effective in changing the king's decision? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther about timing and patience when using your influence?  
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The Value of Community 

Esther's story underscores the importance of community and support. Mordecai's guidance and the fasting of the 
Jewish people were crucial to the success of Esther's mission. Hebrews 10:24-25 advises, "And let us consider how to 
spur one another on to love and good deeds. Let us not neglect meeting together, as some have made a habit, but let us 
encourage one another." Community strengthens us for the challenges we face. 

1. How can Esther's courage inspire you to seek support from your community in challenging times? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think community support was crucial for Esther's success in confronting Haman? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do to build a supportive community that stands up for justice like Esther's?  

 
 
 
 
Faith in Action 

Esther's faith was not passive; it was active and bold. James 2:17 states, "So too, faith by itself, if it does not result in 
action, is dead." Let Esther's example inspire you to put your faith into action, trusting that God will use your efforts for 
His purposes. 

1. How can Esther's courage inspire you to take bold actions in your own faith journey today? 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you hope to achieve by standing up for your beliefs, even when it's risky? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does faith sometimes require us to confront difficult situations, and how can you prepare for this?  
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Esther 8 Teaching Points and Bible Study Questions 
Divine Reversals Are Possible 

In Esther 8, we witness a dramatic reversal of fortune. Mordecai, once a target of Haman's wrath, is elevated to a 
position of power. This reminds us that God can turn any situation around. As Romans 8:28 assures us, "And we know 
that God works all things together for the good of those who love Him, who are called according to His purpose." Trust in 
His timing and His ability to transform your circumstances. 

1. How can you recognize and embrace divine reversals in challenging situations in your life today? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think divine reversals are significant in strengthening faith and hope in God's plan? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do to remain hopeful when facing seemingly irreversible circumstances?  

 
 
 
 
Courage Can Change the Course of History 

Esther's bravery in approaching the king without being summoned is a testament to the power of courage. Her actions 
saved her people from destruction. As 2 Timothy 1:7 states, "For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love, 
and self-control." Let Esther's example inspire you to act boldly in faith. 

1. How can you demonstrate courage in your community to influence positive change like Esther did? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think courage is essential when facing unjust situations, and how can you cultivate it? 
 
 
 
 
3. What would you do if you had the opportunity to change a harmful policy or practice?  
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Advocacy Is a Powerful Tool 

Mordecai and Esther's advocacy for their people demonstrates the impact of standing up for others. Proverbs 31:8-9 
encourages us to "Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute." Use your 
voice to advocate for justice and righteousness in your community. 

1. How can you use your influence to advocate for others in your community today? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think advocacy is essential in creating positive change in society? 
 
 
 
 
3. What steps can you take to become a more effective advocate for those in need?  

 
 
 
 
The Power of Unity 

The Jewish people united in fasting and prayer, which played a crucial role in their deliverance. This unity is a powerful 
reminder of the strength found in community. As Ecclesiastes 4:12 tells us, "Though one may be overpowered, two can 
defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken." Seek fellowship and support in your faith journey. 

1. How can unity among communities today mirror the collective strength shown in Esther 8? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think unity was crucial for the Jews' survival in Esther 8? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do to foster unity in your own community or group?  
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God’s Providence Is Unfailing 

Throughout Esther 8, we see God's providence at work, orchestrating events for the good of His people. This is a 
reminder that God is always in control, even when we cannot see it. As Jeremiah 29:11 promises, "For I know the plans I 
have for you, declares the LORD, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." 

1. How can you trust God's providence when facing seemingly irreversible situations like Esther and Mordecai did? 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you hope to learn about God's timing from Esther's experience in chapter 8? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does recognizing God's unfailing providence encourage you to act courageously in difficult circumstances? 

 
 
 
 
The Importance of Righteous Leadership 

Mordecai's rise to power highlights the impact of righteous leadership. His integrity and faithfulness brought peace and 
prosperity to his people. Proverbs 29:2 says, "When the righteous thrive, the people rejoice; when the wicked rule, the 
people groan." Strive to be a leader who reflects God's righteousness in all you do. 

1. How can you promote righteous leadership in your community, inspired by Esther and Mordecai's actions in Esther 8? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think righteous leadership is crucial for justice, as demonstrated in Esther 8? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther 8 about advocating for others under righteous leadership?  
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The Role of Prayer and Fasting 

The Jewish people's deliverance was preceded by prayer and fasting, underscoring the importance of these spiritual 
disciplines. As Philippians 4:6 encourages, "Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God." Make prayer and fasting a regular part of your spiritual 
practice. 

1. How can prayer and fasting influence your response to challenging situations like Esther's? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think prayer and fasting were crucial for Esther's success? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther about the power of collective prayer and fasting?  

 
 
 
 
God Honors Faithfulness 

Mordecai's faithfulness to God and his people did not go unnoticed. His eventual honor and recognition remind us that 
God rewards those who remain steadfast in their faith. As Hebrews 11:6 states, "And without faith it is impossible to 
please God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly 
seek Him." 

1. How can you demonstrate faithfulness in challenging situations like Esther did in Esther 8? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think God honors faithfulness, and how can this influence your daily decisions? 
 
 
 
 
3. What practical steps can you take to remain faithful when facing adversity, as seen in Esther 8?  
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The Impact of Written Decrees 

The new decree written by Mordecai allowed the Jews to defend themselves, showcasing the power of written words. 
This is a reminder of the importance of Scripture, God's written Word, in guiding and protecting us. As Psalm 119:105 
declares, "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path." 

1. How can you ensure your written words positively impact others like Esther's decree did? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think written decrees hold significant power in shaping community actions and beliefs? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther's decree about using authority to protect and uplift others?  

 
 
 
 
Celebrate God’s Deliverance 

The Jews' celebration of their deliverance is a powerful reminder to rejoice in God's salvation. As Psalm 118:24 
proclaims, "This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it." Take time to celebrate and give 
thanks for the ways God has delivered and blessed you. 

1. How can you celebrate God's deliverance in your life like the Jews did in Esther 8? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think it's important to remember and celebrate past deliverances from God? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do to ensure future generations understand and celebrate God's deliverance?  
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Esther 9 Teaching Points and Bible Study Questions 
The Power of Divine Timing 

In Esther 9, we see the culmination of events that were perfectly orchestrated by God. The Jews were granted the right to 
defend themselves on the very day their enemies planned to destroy them. This reminds us of Ecclesiastes 3:1, "There is 
a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens." Trust in God's timing, for He knows the perfect 
moment to act in your life. 

1. How can you recognize and act on divine timing in your daily decisions and challenges? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think divine timing played a crucial role in Esther's victory? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do to trust and wait for divine timing in uncertain situations?  

 
 
 
 
Courage in the Face of Adversity 

Esther's bravery is a testament to the power of faith and courage. She risked her life to save her people, embodying the 
truth of Joshua 1:9, "Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be 
with you wherever you go." Let Esther's example inspire you to stand firm in your convictions, even when the odds seem 
insurmountable. 

1. How can you demonstrate courage when facing challenges similar to those in Esther 9? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think courage is essential when confronting adversity, as shown in Esther 9? 
 
 
 
 
3. What practical steps can you take to build courage in difficult situations like those in Esther 9?  
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The Importance of Unity 

The Jews banded together to defend themselves, demonstrating the strength found in unity. As Ecclesiastes 4:12 states, 
"Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken." In times 
of trial, seek the support of your community and stand together in faith. 

1. How can unity among communities today mirror the collective strength shown in Esther 9? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think unity was crucial for the Jews' survival in Esther 9? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do to foster unity in your own community or group?  

 
 
 
 
The Role of Justice 

Esther 9 highlights the execution of justice as the Jews defended themselves against their enemies. This reflects the 
biblical principle found in Proverbs 21:15, "When justice is done, it brings joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers." 
Trust that God is a just God, and He will bring about justice in His perfect way. 

1. How can we ensure justice is served in our communities like in Esther 9? 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you hope to achieve by seeking justice in difficult situations? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does pursuing justice require courage and wisdom, as seen in Esther 9?  
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Celebrating Deliverance 

The establishment of the Feast of Purim in Esther 9 is a celebration of deliverance and God's faithfulness. Psalm 30:11 
reminds us, "You turned my wailing into dancing; you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy." Remember to 
celebrate and give thanks for the victories and deliverances God provides in your life. 

1. How can you incorporate gratitude for deliverance into your daily life and celebrations? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think celebrating past deliverances strengthens community bonds and faith? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther 9 about responding to personal or communal deliverance today? 

 
 
 
 
The Impact of One Person 

Esther's influence as queen was pivotal in saving her people. Her story echoes the truth of James 5:16, "The prayer of a 
righteous person is powerful and effective." Never underestimate the impact you can have when you align your actions 
with God's will. 

1. How can you use your influence to bring about positive change in your community like Esther did? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think Esther's courage was pivotal in altering the fate of her people? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther about the impact of taking a stand for justice?  
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The Reversal of Fortunes 

The Jews' enemies intended to destroy them, but God turned the tables. This reversal is a powerful reminder of Romans 
8:28, "And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to 
his purpose." Trust that God can turn any situation around for His glory and your good. 

1. How can you apply the concept of reversal of fortunes in your personal challenges today? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think recognizing past adversities can help in appreciating current blessings? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther 9 about handling unexpected changes in life?  

 
 
 
 
The Significance of Remembrance 

The Jews were instructed to remember their deliverance annually. This aligns with Deuteronomy 6:12, "Be careful that 
you do not forget the Lord, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery." Regularly recall and share the 
stories of God's faithfulness in your life to strengthen your faith and encourage others. 

1. How can you incorporate remembrance of past victories into your daily life for encouragement? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think remembering past deliverances is important for personal and communal faith growth? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do to ensure future generations understand the significance of past triumphs in your community?  
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The Sovereignty of God 

Throughout Esther 9, God's sovereignty is evident as He orchestrates events for His purposes. Proverbs 19:21 reminds 
us, "Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails." Rest in the assurance that God is 
in control, even when circumstances seem chaotic. 

1. How can recognizing God's sovereignty in Esther 9 influence your response to life's challenges today? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think God's sovereignty is crucial in understanding the outcomes in Esther 9? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Esther 9 about trusting God's plan in uncertain situations?  

 
 
 
 
The Legacy of Faith 

The story of Esther and the establishment of Purim have been passed down through generations, leaving a legacy of 
faith and courage. As Hebrews 12:1 encourages, "Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles." Let Esther's legacy inspire you to 
live a life of faith that impacts future generations. 

1. How can Esther 9 inspire you to leave a legacy of faith in challenging circumstances? 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you hope to achieve by standing firm in your faith like Esther and Mordecai? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does the celebration of Purim in Esther 9 emphasize the importance of remembering acts of faith?  
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Esther 10 Teaching Points and Bible Study Questions 
The Power of Influence 

Esther 10 reminds us of the profound impact one person can have when they are in a position of influence. Mordecai, 
who rose to prominence, used his position for the good of his people. This is a reminder that wherever God places us, 
we can be a force for good. As it is written, "Mordecai the Jew was second only to King Xerxes, preeminent among the 
Jews, and held in high esteem by his many fellow Jews" (Esther 10:3). Use your influence wisely and for the glory of God. 

1. How can Mordecai's rise to power inspire you to use your influence for positive change today? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think Mordecai's influence was crucial for the Jewish people's welfare? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Mordecai about using influence to serve others rather than self-interest?  

 
 
 
 
The Importance of Faithfulness 

Mordecai's story is a testament to the importance of faithfulness. He remained steadfast in his duties and loyal to his 
people, which ultimately led to his elevation. "He worked for the good of his people and spoke up for the welfare of all 
the Jews" (Esther 10:3). Faithfulness in small things can lead to greater responsibilities and blessings. 

1. How can Mordecai's faithfulness inspire you to remain steadfast in your daily responsibilities? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think faithfulness is crucial in building trust and influence in your community? 
 
 
 
 
3. What practical steps can you take to demonstrate faithfulness in your personal and professional life?  

 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

 

47 

 

God's Sovereignty in Leadership 

The chapter highlights God's sovereignty in placing leaders in positions of power. Mordecai's rise to power was not by 
chance but by divine appointment. This reminds us that God is in control, even in the political realm. Trust in His plan, 
knowing that "the king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever He will" (Proverbs 21:1). 

1. How can you recognize God's sovereignty in your leaders' decisions, even when you disagree with them? 
 
 
 
 
2. What steps can you take to trust God's plan in leadership changes at work or community? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why do you think God places certain individuals in leadership roles, and how can you support them?  

 
 
 
 
The Legacy of Righteousness 

Mordecai's legacy was one of righteousness and justice. His actions left a lasting impact on his people and are recorded 
for generations to learn from. "He worked for the good of his people" (Esther 10:3). Consider the legacy you are building 
and strive to leave one that honors God and benefits others. 

1. How can you ensure your actions today contribute to a legacy of righteousness like Mordecai's? 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you hope others will remember about your character and actions in the future? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does Mordecai's legacy inspire you to pursue righteousness in your own community?  
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The Role of Humility in Leadership 

Despite his high position, Mordecai remained humble and focused on serving others. True leadership is marked by 
humility and a servant's heart. Jesus taught, "Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant" 
(Matthew 20:26). Embrace humility as you lead and serve. 

1. How can Mordecai's humility in leadership inspire your approach to leading others today? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think humility is crucial for effective leadership in modern contexts? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Mordecai's example to improve your leadership style? 

 
 
 
 
The Impact of Courageous Advocacy 

Mordecai's advocacy for his people was courageous and unwavering. He stood up for what was right, even when it was 
risky. This courage is a powerful example for us to follow. "He spoke up for the welfare of all the Jews" (Esther 10:3). Be 
bold in advocating for justice and truth. 

1. How can you advocate courageously for others in your community like Mordecai did for the Jews? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think courageous advocacy can lead to positive change in society? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do to support someone who is advocating for a just cause?  
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The Blessing of Community Support 

Mordecai's success was not achieved in isolation; he had the support of his community. This underscores the 
importance of surrounding ourselves with a supportive and godly community. "He was held in high esteem by his many 
fellow Jews" (Esther 10:3). Seek out and nurture relationships that encourage and uplift you. 

1. How can you actively support your community like Mordecai did in Esther 10? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think community support is essential for personal and collective growth? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do to foster a supportive environment in your community today?  

 
 
 
 
The Significance of Written Records 

The chapter concludes with a mention of the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia, highlighting the importance of 
documenting significant events. This serves as a reminder to record and remember God's faithfulness in our lives. "Are 
they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia?" (Esther 10:2). Keep a journal of God's 
work in your life to encourage yourself and others. 

1. How can maintaining written records impact your personal or spiritual growth today? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think documenting achievements is important for future generations? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you learn from Mordecai's recorded deeds to apply in your own life?  
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The Reward of Integrity 

Mordecai's integrity was rewarded with honor and respect. Living a life of integrity aligns us with God's will and brings 
blessings. "He worked for the good of his people" (Esther 10:3). Strive to live with integrity in all areas of your life, trusting 
that God sees and rewards your faithfulness. 

1. How can Mordecai's reward for integrity inspire you to act with integrity in your daily life? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do you think integrity is often rewarded, even if not immediately visible? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can you do to ensure your integrity remains intact in challenging situations?  

 
 
 
 
The Assurance of God's Providence 

Finally, Esther 10 reassures us of God's providence. Even when His name is not mentioned, His hand is at work behind 
the scenes. Mordecai's story is a testament to God's ability to orchestrate events for His purposes. Trust in His 
providence, knowing that "in all things God works for the good of those who love Him" (Romans 8:28). Rest in the 
assurance that God is always at work, even when we cannot see it. 

1. How can you recognize God's providence in your daily life, similar to Mordecai's rise in Esther 10? 
 
 
 
 
2. What steps can you take to trust God's unseen plans during challenging times? 
 
 
 
 
3. Why do you think acknowledging God's providence can impact your decision-making and outlook on life? 


